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160 [A«g. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

J-'mm July 20, till August 20. 

Slvetlast»TEport, the weather has changed from very dry to much rain. The potato 
and oat crops have been generally improved by it, but the continuance of so much wet 
has ,n many districts brought on a mildew in the wheat, which, added to the blast, 
that made some appearance during the dry weather, is likely to occasion a great defi- 
ciency both in the quality and quantity of that grain. 

The crops of flax, about which so much apprehension was entertained, have impro- 
ved beyond the most sanguine expectationsof the farmer; and it is now the general opi- 
nion that there will not be so gre;il a deficiency of that valuable material as Was at first 
apprehended. In many parts of the countrv, there appears a commendable disposition 
to save seed ; the present wet weather is unfavourable lor it, but if a change takes place 
soon, (here is much reason for hoping, that a considerable quantity of good seed, will 
be in the hands of the farmers next season ; and that we shall not be so dependant on a 
f (feign supply, as we have hitherto been. 

The late craps of hay, although much greater than the early ones, at e likely to suffer 
bythe present rains, and their owners to lose hi quality what tbey have gained in quan- 
tity, by delaying to cut them. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

By the last accounts from America, it appears that on the arrival of the intelli- 
gence that our government had refused to ratify the treaty made by their ambassador, 
a great ferment took place in the United State*. We anxiously wait for further intel- 
ligence, as there is reason to expect, that strong measures of retaliation will be adopt- 
ed by their government. The Federalists to whom the change of system, from the 
policy of Thomas Jefferson's administration, appears to have t>eeh principally owing, 
have had a short-lived triumph, from the expectations that all matters had been amicably 
settled with Great Britain ; but the.disappointed hope will now probably increase the po- 
pular irritation. If America resist with full energy, our government will probably 
in the end concede with a bad grace to their confirmed and renovated opposition, and 
grant the terms which by the non-ratification of the treaty they have unwisely re- 
jected. In the mean time, we may expect at home, laboured defences of our adminis- 
tration on the ground of their conduct being supposed to tend to promote the selfish 
interests of these countries, whether the measures are consistent with justice or not ; a 
rise on. American produce, still further increased by the schemes of speculators, 
and if matters are not speedily accommodated, another year's defective supply of 
flax-seed,, attended with all that want of real and effective patriotism which cha- 
racteriaed the proceedings at the period of the last Armagh meeting. 

The merchants of Glasgow have taken alarm at an act of last session, by which 
part of the duty on foreign linens, on exportation had been withdrawn, and have 
memorialed the board of trade in London on the subject. They have written for 
the concurrence of the linen trade in this country in the opposition to this mea- 
sure. Any interference will probably be ineffectual, as the board of trade allege 
the measure is calculated to counteract the interests of nentrals and permit our 
own merchants, to meet foreign linens in distant markets, on equal terms. It is also 
a question which admits of much discussion, how far it is just to prevent the inhabi- 
tants of the West Indies, from receiving linens whether foreign or of British and 
Irish manufacture, so that they may have the choice of taking whichever may be 
found cheapest or best. The interference of governments in matters of trade is 
generally prejudicial; the language of the merchants of France to old Colbert, 
" leave us to ourselves," is generally the best advice, as their plans are 
frequently only calculated to attempt to remedy one blunder by a succes- 
sion of others. The true axiom of trade is to leave all to a fair competition of 
buyers and sellers to take care of their own interests, -Without indulging that fond- 
ness for meddling, to which statesmen often vainly think themstlves competent. — 
The countryman who, thought he could regulate the seasons to better advantage, 
was not more mistaken, than some statesmen at the head of certain boards, who 
arrogate to themselves the abilities to manage trade, and who are nattered in 
these conceits by the applauses of the venal or of the unreflecting; while the 
inclination to exercise power, and to taste the sweets of patronage in dispensing 
favours, forms the primary object of office. 
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The sales of linen both in Dublin, London, and foreign markets continue ex- 
tremely dull. The retailers dread a repetition of the losses consequent on the dear 
linens of 1799, and the wearers of this article stand off from purchasing at the 
present price*, and in many instances, at least for female wear, are substituting 
the lower priced, but less durable calicoes. 

Timber continues enormously high; one vessel, we believe the first and only 
one, has arrived at Belfast from Norway under neutral colours, but the small sup- 
ply had little effect on the market. Some pitch pine, and other American tim- 
ber has also arrived, but is totally inadequate to the wants oT this country. Ves- 
sels are going out to Nova Scotia, and other parts of British America, with work- 
men from these countries to cut down timber in their immense forests. This 
scheme may probably, in the course of a few months, if they bring home pitch 
pine, give to us good timber, but still at a high rate, from the increased charge 
of freight on so long a voyage. American timber, from which the pitch lias 
not been extracted, technically called pitch-pine, is valuable for all purposes 
in building. 

A plan is in agitation, and in seme state of forwardness on the part of the mer- 
chants and traders of Belfast, tp purchase the Lagan Canal from the present pro- 
prietors. If this bargain is completed, it is intended to remedy the defects of the 
present cut, so as to render it what it never has yet been, a useful and effective 
canal. In such a case we anticipate much advantage to the trade of Belfast and 
the adjacent country. 

The course of exchange between the continent of Europe and Great Britain, 
has been at the rate of 25 per cent, to the disadvantage of the hitter. The mer- 
chants who had exported articles to the Continent felt this inconvenience, and this 
unfavourable exchange was still further aggravated, by the bills drawn on account 
of the Austrian subsidy, which in this instance subjected either the Austrian or 
British government to a defalcation of one fourth of the sum granted to support 
this ill-judged and ineffectual scheme of renewing the war in Germunv. Guineas 
for a time were eagerly bought up by the Jews and others, in the 'commercial 
towns of England, at a premium, and it is said that 20,000 guineas were seized 
at the custom house in an attempt to send them to the continent for commercial 
purposes. From this circumstance we may clearly perceive that the-e is, in con- 
sequence of the bank restriction, a, real depreciation of bank paper, whenever it 
comes in competition with specie. This fact was long denied in England, and as 
their trade did not require in general the exclusive use of gold in any particular 
branch, the fallacy was less readily detected. 

Yet notwithstanding a thorough conviction of this depreciation, there appears 
no cause to alter the opinion formerly expressed in those reports, that for the 
purpose of internal trade, bank notes answer equally well with specie, and in 
the peculiar circumstances of this country, a heavy loss was sustained by the ef- 
forts to continue payments in specie in this corner, against the general practice 
of the empire. Guineas are rapidly disappearing in the linen trade; during this 
present month, banknotes have become the general mode of payment in the linen 
market of Belfast, which was one of the few markets in which the use of guineas 
had heen retained. The butter trade of Belfast occasions the principal demand for 
guineas at this time; and in consequence of this demand the premium on them at 
one period of this month, rose to 3 per cent ; but it has latterly declined to 2+ and 
2 per cent. Exchange on London has averaged in Dublin about 9^ per ceur 
and in Belfast for nqfes from 9£ to JOj, and for guineas at 7^ to 8 per cent. 



MEDICAL REPORT. 

List of Diseases occurrim in the f'Tacti-e of a Physician in Bellas' from 
July 20, t UA'iv'ist '.'0. 
Barometer,. ..highest - -,- - - - M) 'J'!)ennoirieter....hi<rhe«t - - . . . «;g o 

mean - - ----- 20 40 lnean _ ()S 

lowest 29 loH'ust - i - i9 

Typhus, — ...... 1 Common contagious feter. 

Pr/citmmia, ..... 2 Inflammation of tht ]uti«s. 

Rkeitmntitrnus, - - - - 2 Acute rheumatism. 

Varioiu, ..----. 12 Small Jins, 



o 



